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Harriet Zilliacus’ research within sustainability education focuses especially on questions on
worldviews and the possibilities for transformative change through policy development,
school education, and in adult education and learning. Together with her colleagues Pia
Mikander, Lili-Ann Wolff and Arto Kallioniemi she has recently conducted two discourse
studies on human-nature relationships in Finnish worldview textbooks. The focus of these
articles was on how textbooks for 15t and 2" year primary education students introduce
human-nature relations and non-human animals. These studies showed a human-centered
worldview approach, expressing humans predominantly as Masters, Stewards and
Caretakers over nature and non-human animals as utilities for humans. Harriet Zilliacus’
research interests and previous publications also include studies on multicultural and
multilingual education as well as arts-based qualitative research methods. Her doctoral
dissertation from 2015 was in the field of intercultural and worldview education.

As a university lecturer Harriet Zilliacus teaches within the degree programme for general
and adult education, teacher education as well as early childhood education conducted in
the Swedish language. In her teaching she strives to integrate sustainability perspectives
and research on diversity, minorities and social justice in relation to pedagogy. She has
developed several courses, including the master degree courses Utbildningsplanering fér en
hallbar framtid (Educational policy development towards a sustainable future) and
Utbildningssociologi i ett globalt perspektiv (Educational sociology in a global perspective),
and the bachelor degree course Vuxenpedagogik och larande i forandring (Adult education
and the changing features of learning). Starting from the academic year 2023-2024 she is
the responsible teacher for a sustainability education course for all Swedish-speaking
bachelor students at the faculty. Harriet Zilliacus also teaches qualitative research methods
and has extensive experience as thesis supervisor.
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For personal copies of my publications, please contact me via e-mail at harriet.zilliacus@helsinki.fi.
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