Care Less Pedagogy instead of Conservation of Creation.
Spiritual and intellectual challenges of contemporary Ecocriticism and how this might
revive religious education.

Timothy Morton (2016; 2019) among other relevant intellectuals of the emergent Ecocriticism
calls for an “end of nature”. Our dominant strategies and narratives to cope with climate change
and mass extinction are not part of the solution but meshed up with the problem. Instead of
finding ways to convince students and larger society to be more ecological, one should rely on
the fact, that we are already ecological in many ways. Far from being quietist, new philosophical
ideas like Object-Oriented-Ontology, New Materialisms (Hoppe/Lemke 2021) and the like
might help teachers of religion to better understand their very own tradition of “creation” and
avoid shortcomings of conservationism (Lorimer 2015). Indigenous voices (e.g. Kimmerer
2021) remind us of the interconnectedness of human and the more-than-human world and can
be a threshold for new incentives in religious education (Winkler/Seforosa 2021). This paper

explores a “careless pedagogy” in a playful way.
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